June 14 , 1938 



My dear Mr. President? 

Your kind offer to allow a scientist from the Smithsonian Institution 
to accompany your coming cruise is most deeply appreciated. After consideration 
of the localities that will he visited and the type of work that will he possible, 
with your approval, we plan to detail Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator of Marine 
Invertebrates, in the U« S. National Museum, for this work. The more important 
results are to he expected from the sea hence our selection of a man skilled 
in marine life. 

Dr. Schmitt is an expert marine zoologist and while he has not pub- 
lished on fishes, is well acquainted with the marine fish fauna that will be en- 
countered, He is experienced in field work and on previous expeditions for us 
has visited the Galapagos Islands on three occasions, has traveled entirely 
around the coast of South America down to Tierra del Fuego, has visited the 
Falkland Islands, and has traveled in the West Indies. He is thoroughly 
familiar with life aboard ship and with the type of scientific collecting that 
will be possible on your cruise. 

We will expect to pay Dr. Schmitt's transportation to the point of 
embarkation, his subsistence while on board ship, and his transportation to Wash- 
ington at the end of the cruise. We will also supply the necessasy collecting 
equipment. In addition to collecting specimens we will wish to have him try 
modern color photograph on the brilliantly colored fishes and other marine 
animals encountered . 

Opportunity to investigate Clipperton Island is especially welcome 
as in our previous work we havWpot been successful in reaching that spot, 
Clipperton is the only coral atoll in the eastern Pacific and there is promise 
of much of interest there, as well as at the other localities to be visited. 

i, 

Dr. Wstmore, Assistant Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, has 
brought to my attention the enclosed publication on the birds of Clipperton and 
Cocos Islands, that I take the liberty of forwarding to you because of the 
excellent account of the physical features of these two islands found in the intro 
duction. If convenient, this may be returned to us some time later as the paper 
comes from Dr. Wetmore's personal library. 

If the proposal made is acceptable, we shall greatly appreciate definite 
information as to the time and place of sad ling and any other data that may be 
required for Dr. Schmitt's information. 

Thanking you again for your consideration, I have the honor to remain 

Yours faithfully, 

C. G. Abbot 
Secretary. 

The President 
Washington, D. C. 
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Commander 0. A. Ballsy 
U.S.S. HOUSTON 
c /o P.M.V' / 

San Pedro, California 



Bear Commander Baileys 



That was certainly a nice letter you wrote me in apprecaa- 
tioa of the pamphlet on the scientific results of the Presidential 
Cruise. 



I am headed for the coast some time in September. If I 

can arrange it, I shall certainly go through Los Angeles and say, 
"How do you do" to you at Long Beach. 



I would like to make that Alaskan cruise, too, hut I under- 
stand it is to be a very .ittick on®, though lately the papers have put 
forward the possibility that the President might return by way of the 
Panama Canal. Tnis is an anniversary year for the Zone and so he no 
doubt will be sorely tempted. But from the looks of the political 
situation, he will have to stick pretty close to Washington. Next 
year will be a lively one. 



With kind regards 



Sincerely 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates 




* 







June 27, 1939 



Commander C. A. Bailey, TJ.S.H. 
U.S.S. HOtTSfOK 
Bremerton, Washington 



Dear Commander Bailey? 

Your name is on our mailing list for tine various papers 
resulting from the Presidential Cruise. The enclosed one falls 
within another series, hut I know you will he interested, because it 

has additional pictures of the expedition. 

It was a grand cruise, one of the best that I have ever 
taken part in, and I, for one, am downright sorry that the President 
can't find time to make another long one of the same kind and per- 
haps over the same ground. Though Clipperton wasn't so much from a 
fisherman' a point of view, it is the one place I want to get hack to 
for several days' stay. 

Since your Alaskan cruise has been postponed so long, I 
wish that you might have stayed longer in Hew York, I didn't get 
back from South America in time to visit you while the ship was in 
lew York. 

My very best to you and yours and our mutual friends aboard. 

Sincerely, 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 

WLS : LMc Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



/ 




Jamaary 5, 1939 






Commander 0. A. Bailey, U.S.H, 
U.S.S. BOOST 08T 

c/o Postmaster 
Balboa, Canal Zone 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates 



Dear Commander Bailey: 



I am rather ashamed of myself that I haven't acknowledged 
the cruise books sooner. I thought that I had, pending getting a 
money order with which to reimburse the Ships Service for them. 
Won't you kindly pass the enclosed order for $3,00 on to the proper 
party? I was awfully glad to get them. 



I had been, hoping for another cruise with you folks and 
one actually had been talked about which would have taken in the north 
coast of South America, However, many other things have intervened, 
chiefly the maneuvers in which you will participate in the Atlantic 
this February. Undoubtedly some fishing will be done before or after 
the fleet review, but it Is to be of a relatively minor character and 
would have offered very little opportunity for collecting of the kind 
that we carried on this past July and August. There is some remote 
hope that 1940 may give us another chance to be together again, but 
I am afraid that is all hope on my part. 



I am sorry our paths may not cross until next ?4ay, when I 
coming up to Hew York to call on you and the rest of our mutual 
friends aboard the Houston . During the month of April I shall be 
cavorting around along the north coast of South America to see what 
I can pick up in the way of specimens in that stretch of the Atlantic 
between Cristobal and Trinidad. 



Sincerely, 



Happy 



My best to you and yours. May we all meet very soon again! 
Year. 



W1S : LMc 
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annot give a set of prints to all of my 
sand you several duplicates of miscellan- 
interest to you. Captain Barker, and 
that each particular picture is in 



again how such I enjoyed the cruise 
all the material collected, 
scientific reports on the various 
narrative is so~n to follow. 

Smithsonian report by early in December, 
it month or January we hope to get some of the 
LI of them will be very brief papers, because 
collected was not great. 



It is too ta d that the log book couldn't be taken care of on 
board the HOUSTON. A somewhat more modest effort is being prepared by 
Commander Callaghan , which is to be reproduced by the offset process. 
It is planned that my list of fishes will form an appendix to it. 1 
hope that they go through with that idea. 



I have heard nothing much about the next cruise, but gather 
that it won't happen before the turn of the year, and perhaps not so 
soon after that, either. I take it that your orders still hold for an 
appearance at the lew York Exposition. I a® looking forward to a 
little visit to the ship at that time. 

My very best regards to you, the Captain, Lt. 
sad the rest of our mutual friends aboard. 

Sincerely, 



maraiseri pt s 
the cjuaatity o 



December 1 , 1938 




0. A. Bailey, tJ.S.H 
Houston 
Beach, California 



letter 



Dear Commander Bailey: 

Thank you for your good letter of the 23rd. 

from you or carrying the Houston letterhead reminds me 
expedition. 

Since getting your letter apprising me that the log books 
had been printed, I got two copies from the Jfaval Aide*® office. 

The publication staff and the ship's printing office are to be con- 
gratulated. no end. It is certainly a fine and enjoyable account of 
toe CiUise, and something that one will want to treasure through all 
the years to come. The two copies that I secured are destined one 
each for ay two children, along with some other mementoes that I 
plan to leave them one of these days. Meanwhile, I would like to 
get a few more. Are there any still obtainable on the ship? I would 
love to have a so-called personal working copy on ay desk at the 
office and at least two others, one for the Director of the Museum 
and another for my mother. A half dozen would not be too many. I 
would be only too glad to pay whatever the cost might be, including 

transportation charges her®, I hope I do not approach you too late 
about the matter. 

When I see your cruise book, I wish that Captain Callaghan 
might have had time enough to send his log to you for printing, -as 

well. It looks nice, but your print shop job is the superior one in 
appearance. 



you, 



I would that I might 
All I can say is that I 1 



to another cruise with 
for all I a® worth! 



Sincerely, 



WLS : tosc 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



My very best 



to you and yours. 



U.S.S. HOUSTON 



Long Beach, California, 
23 November, 1938 . 



Yvaldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 

Division of Marine Invertebrates, 

United States National Museum, 

Wa shington , D . C . 

Dear Dr. Schmitt : 

I received your letter of the 12th of 
November, including a set of prints for the Captain, 
Kelly and myself. We thank you very much for them. 

I am pleased that the cruise was so enjoy- 
ed by you and of scientific value as well . 

I offered to print the log book for 
Captain Callaghan on board, and so informed him. I 
also sent him a set of pictures, taken by Thompson, 
from which to choose pictures for his log, and sent 
him other pictures at other times. In addition I sent 
him fifty of the Ship’s Cruise Books, to be distri- 
buted by him as he saw fit . 

It won’t be long now before the ship will 
be south again on a long cruise away from the West 
Coast. I hope we will see you at some time during the 
cruise. I haven’t seen an itinerary of the cruise, so 
don’t know where we wall be at different times. 

4 

My very best regards to you and thanks 
again for the pictures. I hope we’ll be shipmates 
again. 



Sincerely, 



C.A. BAILEY. 








Long Beach, Calif o 
23 November, 19 55 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of ferine Invertebrates, 
United States 'rational Museum, 
Washington , D. €. 



My very beet regards to you and thanks 

the pictures* 1 lion® '#6*11 he shims a tea 



Sincerely, 



Bear Dr. Schmitt 



I received your letter of the 12th cf 
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Long Beach, California, 
November, 1 933. 



Waldo L. 'Schmitt, Curator, 

Division of Marina Invertebrates, 

United States National Museum, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dr, Schmitt: 

I received four letter of the 12th of 
November, including a set of prints for the Captain, 
Kelly and .myself. We thank you very much for them. 

I am pleased that the cruise was so enjoy- 
ed by you and of scientific value as well. 

X offered to print the low book for 
Captain Callaghan on board , and so informed him* 1 
also sent him a set of pictures, taken by Thompson, 
from which to choose pictures for his log, and sent 
him other pictures at other times. I addition I ‘ent 
him fifty of the Ship’s Cruise Becks, to be distri- 
buted by JSt* sit a he saw fit . 

It won’t be long now before the ship will 
be south again on a long cruise away from the West 
Coast# I hope we will see you at some time during the 
cruise. I haven’ t seen an itinerary of the cruise, so 
don’t know where we will be at different times* 

My very best regard I to you and thanks 
again for the pictures. X hope -. 9*11 he shipmates 
again# 



Sincerely, 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 



UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 



WASHINGTON, D. C. 



September 13, 1938 



Mr. 1. W. Bailey, Acting Chief 
Division of Scientific Inquiry 
U. S. Bureau of Fisheries 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr, Bailey: 



I can*t begin to thank you folks for the titration report 



on that sample of sea water. The high chloride value is probably 
to be expected, as the specimen was taken from an enclosed lagoon where 
the Galapagos flamingoes congregate. Because of evaporation, the water 
must be rather more saxfc than the sea water on the outer beach. 

May I trouble you further for another bit of information? 
Where would you go to get these chain mesh bags such as they use on 
oyster dredges? Hancock is interested in acquiring ^fie^and I want 
to put him in touch with the right man. 



Again my best thanks to you. 



Sincerely, 





Waldo L, Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates* 



WLS : IjMc 





* 




U.S.S. HOUSTON 



Balicki, Joe 
Filed; Houston personnel 
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Kowmber 9, 1944 



Joe Balloki, 8*M. l/o 

Receiving llnit - A. T.B. 
Little Creek, Virginia 

21 2-42-57 



Dear Joes 

1 as certainly glad to hoar from you and to know that you 
are in this part of the world. Let me know when you can come to' town 
and 1*11 come dorm to meet you. I am at the office Saturday until 5 t 15 
and will be only too glad to eorae down any Sunday that you say. 1 
would low to put you up at home, but I m afraid it won’t work just 
now. !!y son was reported missing on October 4 and my wife is in no 
shape to haw any one occupy his room, which happens" to be her only 
spare cm© at this time. Don’ t let this keep you from coming. The 
Museum is open Sundays and I can come down, haw a talk with you, 
show you tlie building, and we can kw dinner somewhere in town* 

. _ ■ V 

Do you roaenber “Race Hors®" Kelly? Ho is now a Captain and 

just passed through Washington a few days ago, I judge on his' my to 

the Pacific* Bartos is over that way somewhere in command of an LST. 

We exchange occasional letters, but I .haw not hoard from him in some 
time* He still picks up specimens where m can and has sent us some 
wry interesting shrimps and crabs from down lew Guinea my* 

l|y best to you. 

Sincerely, 



Waldo L* Schmitt, 

Head Curator, 

WLSjLMo Department of Biology. 
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Saveaber 8, 1938 



Mr. Joe Balicki, 1st Div. 

XJ.S.S. Houston 

long Beach. California 

Bear Balicki : 

Things do grind slowly here, hut sooner or later we are 
able to deliver the goods. Here are the prints that you mated of 
that picture of yourself standing by the base of the palss tree. I 
enjoy looking at that picture, too. It reminds me of a somewhat 
strenuous, but very enjoyable and successful trip. Hot all of the 
little seedlings survived, but two are doing very well. I am only 
too glad to be able to give you the pictures. 



My best to 



the rest of the 



Sincerely 



WLS : LMc 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates 



\ 




October g* I 93 S 



Mr. Joe BalicM , 

let Div. tJ. S. S. Houston, 

Lonx Beach, California. 

Dear Bali old s 

I answer jour letter right sway so that you know it landed. 

1 will get after those prints of that Ho. Si photograph without delay, 
hut we usually have to wait for some time on our museum photographer 
who is short-handed and has Mack work to do. 

I will get the prints to you as soon as I can. There will be 
no charge attached to than. It is a small return for all the help 
you gave no on the cruise. had a grand, time, didn’t wef If I get 
another chance at. another trip of the same kind, we* 11 pick up another 
palm or two. The one that we got on Cocos has attracted d lot of at- 
tention at the Deportment of Agriculture, and they are * retry Keen to get 
another specimen of palms from other out of the way islands. 



1*11 be writing you soon again, 
of the. gang." 



ttf best to you and the 





Waldo 1. Schmitt, Curator 

Division of Marine Invertebrates 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
NAVAL R. O. T. C. UNIT 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 




11 July, 1939. 



My dear Doctor Schmitt: - 

Many thanks for your Explorations Panpill et 
and for the other pamphlets concerning the cruise-, 
which you have so kindly forwarded. 

Me all enjoyed very much having you with us, 
and I am particularly glad that you were able to ob- 
tain so much valuable information. 

In case you are in this vicinity, I hope you 
will drop in to see me. 



rith all good wishes. 



V ery s inc erely , 







n 

Ijr . 



M. Barker 



Contain . IMS 



> 
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Professor of II aval Science and Tactics 




June 27 , 1939 



Baptain G> N. Barker, U.S.H. 

Professor of Naval Science and f actios 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear Captain Barker: 

In order that your file of the papers published on the 
Presidential Cruise may be complete, I take pleasure in sending you 
this number of our Explorations Pamphlet. I shall always be grate- 
ful to you for the wonderful trip I had on the HCXJSfOH. 

My very best good wishes to you and ycurs. 

Sincerely, 

Waldo X» Schmitt, 

Curator of Marine Invertebrates. 



WLS : LMc 



U.S.S. HOUSTON 



San Pedro, California, 
December 15, 1938. 



Dr. Ifaldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institute 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Schmitt, 

Your very kind letter written shortly 
after your return to Washington was received in 
due course. She set of prints which you for- 
warded to me through Commander Bailey have also 
been received. 

We were all delighted to have had you 
with us on the cruise and that you were able to 
get the material and information which you 
desired. In case the ship should visit New York 
I hope that you will come out to see me. 



Very sincerely. 



G. N. BARKER. 



itoigust 20, 1938 



Captain S. H. Barker, U.S.N. 
tl.S.S. Houston 
Havy Yard 
Horfolk, Virginia 



Bear Captain? 



I arrived home safely with ny plunder. The President called 



me up shortly after I got to the Museum to inquire as to the fate of 
the collection, and I was able to assure him that everything was in 
good shape. The f rosea fish proved to be one of the best collections of 



1 ain't begin to thank you and your staff and personnel of the 



Houston enough for all that they did for me. 1 had a grand time, and 
scientifically a most profitable one. I have asked our Director to con 
vey his appreciation of the assistance that the Navy rendered me as a 
representative of the Smithsonian to the Secretary of the Navy. It mis 
a grand cruise and I hope that I may have the opportunity and pleasure 
of going with you again. 



My very best good wishes to you and yours. 







Sincerely, 



«LS:XMc 



ifalfto L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates 



June 27, 1939 



Mr. J. T, Barron, Seale 
U.S.S. HOUSTON 
Bremerton, Washington 



Dear Jacks 

With this note is a copy of the Smithsonian Explorations 
Pamphlet carrying a few words about each of the several expeditions 
in which members of the staff participated. Our trip is the first 
one. Although it is mentioned in the first of the series of papers 
which are being sent you from the nublications office, you may be 
interested in the additional remarks and pictures in this article. 

The acknowledgments and thanks are all with the paper on the shrimps 
and crabs we collected. 

Among the birds that I brought back was pelican 

which 1 failed to labSsl. Have you any idea where it might have been 
taken — in the G-al&oagos or Cocos* or even Old Providence? 1 don’t 
recall that we got any birds at the latter place. You might ask 
(HNeill, Ballckl# Blaln, or any of the others that helped us collect. 
Don’t go to a lot of trouble. If we don't get a locality for this 
specimen, we shall put it in among the duplicates. 

Please remember me kindly to our mutual friends aboard. 
That HOUSTON expedition was one of the most enjoyable I have ever 
been on, and quite naturally I hope there may be another one one 
of these days. 

My very best to you. 

Sincerely, 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 

WLSsLMo Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



P.S. For your convenience, I have put in a franked envelope 
which will need no postage. 




September 15, 1938 



Mr. Jack Barron 

U.S.S. HOOSTON 

Long Beach, California 

Dear Jack; 

I trust that the pen reached you safely. 

this la ray first chance to send you a few photographs. The 
little square ones are fro® negatives that 1 bought from Tommy Thompson 
He also took the larger one for me, too. On the back of a couple I 
have written Ballcki's name, probably misspelled. They ought to go to 
his. Please give to O'Neill those that carry his picture. If you want 
additional copies of any of them, please let me know. Either send the 
picture back or give me the number on the reverse. 

Sincerely, 



WLS : LMc 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 
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Sow ember 12, 1938 



Commander D. J. Callaghan, U.S.N. 

Room 2049, ffavy Department 
Washington, D. 0. 

Sear Commander Oal laghan : 

Sere are the few prints that I promised you the other day. 
You are very welcome to them, I am sorry that the minor defects of 
the small originals show up so prominently in these enlargements, hat 



there is no easy way of getting around 



I do not know when I had a more enjoyable evening 



that Monday night. 




Sincerely, 



fLS:LMc 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates 



September 26 . I 93 S 



Bear Commander Callaghan; 



18 ? ftm done in the printing of scientific notes 
and papers such as isy annotated list of fishes of the Cruise I 

SOt ttb ! Ut 100 3Bpar&t0a or ^Prints of the list alone, 
for cost of paper and printing# 

th J* be arran « ed - shou - i 5 not cost much as the 
;* bPpn 8et up for ^ our and these few 

BWatlS?*"* the yPR ° f the li8t could readily be printed off 



I hope this can be done for me, as I would 
copies of the fish list to a number of zoologists. 

Sincerely, 



like to distribute 



Commander D. J. Callaghan, U, 
Naval Aide to the President, 
Navy Department, 

Washington, D. C. 



S. H. 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 



October 3, 193S. 



Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, 

Curator, Division of Marine Investebrates 

L T at i onal Mus eum : 



Dear Dr. Schmitt 



if ill you be so kind as to ascertain 
whether the President would be willing to permit 
me to n am e for him one of the remarkable new 
echinoderms collected by yourself while on the 
Houston . 

I do not feel myself at liberty to do 
this without his express permission. 

Abundant precedent for this course is 
found in the numerous animals named for President 
Theodore Roosevelt and, earlier, for President 
Thomas Jefferson. 

The report on the echinoderms, including 
descriptions of three new species, will be ready 
in two' or three days. I am sending a few speci ens 
to my colleague Dr. Hubert Lyman Clark of the 
Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard for com- 
parison with others in that institution. When 
these are returned they will be photographed, and 
the manuscript will then be submitted for -oublica- 
t ion. 



Sincerely yours 




Curator, Division of Echinod 



errns 



September 19, 19*® 



Mr, Joseph 6. Comer, 
tJ.S.S. Houston, 

San fedro, California. 



Dear Mr.Comer: 

vjhat you say about the bird that hatched in /our cloth 8 
, . , _ interesting. Somewhat of a record occurrence 

HT n S you wftm t* *» -W 

hat it will he a long hard row to hoe. 

What you are feeding the bird seems to be the right 

thing hern at tto W too. -they fend ** 

or small pieces of fish. The latter must he free of hon.s. 

The cold that your bird has is another matter. There 

is always the danger in birds oi ims v 0 «, B rloncP 

, , Vpptssr of the live birds has had no experience 

this affliction in Boobi of IhfSrd 

bird is— but he suggests you rub the necK ana or « 

*ith an ointment that is soxu in u us ^ at night , but be 

Ben Guey. Tou are to rub^a littl^ ft* ^ ^ *** of the bird. 

careful not to use ,oo W»oK with oare . m the morning 

! :;»o”*U £* Mr* ondombtedly h», go«»n In . 
“Stl p^rLp. ,ith an .lMtrto fan blo^ng on him iho wnola time. 



It is doubtful ^aether you 
hope that you can. Should it die, it 
a museum specimen, because tney are <iu e 
that things won’t come to this puss. 

with kindest regards, I 



much to help 
be worth 

on birds. 



it, but I 
sawing as 
Bet us hope 



Very truly yours. 



k 



Waldo I*. Schmitt 

Curator of Marine Invertebrates 



t piteljmgtrm ftosd: 



WASHINGTON, D. C. 



September DO, 1938 



Dear Dr. Schmitt J 



Thank you very much indeed 



for letting me have the enclosed. I sincerely 



appreciate your cooperation. 



With best wished, I am 



yours 



/ 

/ 

/ • • 

/ ^ 

/ 

/ John Bertram Oakes 



Dr, Waldo Scamitt 
II at i o nal Hu s earn 
Washington 




I© vMter 1, 1938 



i 

Mr, H. Q. Criia 
She While House 
Washington, B. C. 

Bear Mr, Cria: 

Please let hearer have Kodachroae projector and the two 
yellow groupers that 1 left at the White House last evening. 

Very truly yours, 

Waldo 1. Schmitt, Curator , 

WLS:LMc Division of Marine Invertebrates. 




July 31 , 1939 



Mr. Stephen larly 
Secretary to the President 
White House 
Washington, B. 0. 



Steve ; 

Here Is the rainbow runner that we promised to make for 
you in place of two fish that you turned over to us for scientific 
specimens. It had to be raade up from a preserved specimen, and so 
it is a cast and not the original mounted skin. I am sorry it haa 
been so long in getting $o you, but the taxidermist who does this 
kind of work for us has been ill and so could not give it full time, 

we had a lot of fun getting it painted and hope that the 
fish looks like the one you caught. Bartos thinks it ought to be a 
bit different but, after all, you are the man to say if any changes 
should be made, fell me what you think of it. 

by the papers that the President got himself a coup] 
•e. too. that Pa Watson is the fair-haired >»r 



too, that Pa Watson is the fair-haired fishing bo 
connect every time! 



I see 

marlin. I see, 
again. He seems 

This is just a personal word to accompany Dr. Wetmore’s 
letter transmitting the cast. 

As always, my very best to you. 

Sincerely, 



WLS I L'-'c 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



Hoveaber 2, l$3$ 



Mr. Stephen T. laxly 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Steve: 

Here are two tags that I hope will serve the purpose. They 
are the best I could do on short notice. The thing that bothers me 
most about them is the relative size of the label as compared to the 
plaque and the relative size of the lettering. 

Oak is a pretty hard wood, so before fastening the labels to 
the plaques, a gimlet or fine drill should be used. 

My best to you and the President, 

Sincerely, 



¥LS : life 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator , 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



February 11, 1939 




Lt. P. Foley, Jr. 

U.S.S. HOUSEOI 
c/o Postmaster 
Charleston, South Carolina 



Dear Mr. 



With this I ha#9 you two sets of the pictures I took from 
the airplane the day that Mr. Dugan was kind to take oit®!!* 

James and the north end of Albemarle Island. I had best luck with the 
color pictures, but some of them were poor in color because of Tinder- 
exposure. fhe experience was very much worth while, or at least it 
will be, if I ever get another chance to go aloft with you f o Iks . A 
poor color film will always yield a good black and white print. With 
the 3-1/4 x *1-1/4 black and whites I had very poor success, lys ywiSL 0&11 
see. They are hardly worth labelling. All of them were taken up 
near the northern end of Albems^fte. 



The 5x7 prints are numbered to correspond with the enclosed 
list. I have given Captain Callaghan and Captain Bryan, the Hydrographer 
each a set. I understand that things like this can’t be made public, 
but you are welcome to the® and further prints of any of them if you 
will but send me the number. 



I hope you all will have another of those grand trips with 
the President and that he will have as successful a one as the last 
time. That I wish that it might be a longer cruise and that I might 
be along goes without saying. 

My best to you all and our mutual friends aboard. Don't for- 
, who so kindly gave me the lift. 



Sincerely, 



LS 



LMe 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



1. Flying “between James Id. and Albemarle. I cannot identify small 

island in distance. July 30, 193 s * 

2. Shore line, part of Cartago Bay, Albemarle Id. July 30, 193 s * 

3. Shore line east side Albemarle, between Cartago Bay and north 

end. July 30 , 193 s * 

4. Shore line east side near northern part Albemarle (sheet of red or 

terra cotta colored lava). July 30. 193 s * 

5 . (A) Large crater, north end Albemarle Id., Galapagos. 

July 30, 193 s * Se e print (B). 

6. (B) Large crater, north end Albemarle Id., Galapagos. July 30 , 

193 s * See print (A). 

7. Tagus cove, looking west across channel to Narborough, Galapagos. 

July 30, 193 s * 

g. Tagus cove, looking west across channel to Narborough, Galapagos. 

July 30, 193 s * 

9 & 10. Crater lake (containing 2 little islands) south of Tagus Cove, 

July 30, 193 s * Visited by Darwin, lS35l see “Beagle” narra- 
tive. ? White"^ mark, salt deposit on shore? 

11 . Crater near east point of James Island. July 30 , 193 s * These are 

Craters X and Y ( shown on prints 12 and 13) , but I do not re- 
call now which is which. I believe the larger crater in the 
center of the picture to be X, and the corner of the slope 
showing to the extreme right of the picture at the water line 
to be Y. The headland in the upper left corner of the photo- 
graph is the east side of James Bay, where the ship anchored. 
I wonder if the X crater is the “Sugar Loaf" named on H.O. 
Chart 179S. 

12. I believe this is crater X on No. 11, July 30 , 193 s 

13* I believe this is crater Y on No. 11. July 30 , 193 s * 

14. Salt crater lake, James Id., Galapagos, visited by Darwin in 1S35 

and mentioned in his “Voyage of the Beagle" narrative. July 
30, 193 s * This crater is hidden behind X crater of No. 11. 

15 . Bartholomew Id., Sulivan Bay, James Id. July 30,' 193 s * 




August 3$t 193® 



Meat. H. K. Oates 

B.8.5. Houston 

Long Beach, California 

Bear Hr. Oates: 

In ay letter of the other day I intended to enclose 3® cents 
in stamps to coyer the express charges on that snake. Bo not hesitate 
to accept them, as it is a strictly official matter. I have Collected 
these stamps from the Museum authorities. It was an oversight that they 
were not included in my other letter. 

Thanks again for the time, trouble, and the snake. 

Sincerely, 



WLS.-LMC 



Waldo L. Schaltt, Curator, 
Bivislon of Marine Invertebrates. 



/ 




Idfitxt « R. X* 

U.S.S. Roast oh 
Long Beach, California 



Bear Mr. Cates: 






* n on ae all right ! When and where did you find the 
the day before it reached here and under one of the 
itmg office. Bid it create an y esciteraent when discovered? 

to learn, and you are a better snake wan than I ami 

J ever get another chimce — and I sincerely hope that I 
the opportunity of travelling with you folks again~I m 
bring along a small game-getter and dust shot for picking up a 
lizards and snakes. With youf good eyes, perhaps you will let 
reptile hunter out of you. Fortunately, one of the men got a 
-mail li ssard^ on Clipperton, for the first thing that my Isanedi 
asked rae was, '’Bid you get any 11 sards on Clipperton?** 

'*■ a couple of dozen 



The snake was alive and kicking 
ppy as the Coo crowd to have it, 
islands in the Galapagos, and that 

islands for any collection, living dr dead 



best to you. 



Sincerely, 



Waldo 
Bivision 



Curator, 

Marine Invertebrates 



July 17, 1939 



Mr. Robert Hoag, Seale, U.S.M. 
U.S.S. KM ORLEANS 
Mare Island, California 



Dear Hoag: 

I a® glad the pictures and the hooks got safely into your 
hands. It is good to hear from you, for it reminds me of those very 
pleasant times that we had together. 

The Byrd trip is getting under way, hut I hare not yet heard 
’hers the Smithsonian will stand with regard to it. I shall certainly 
he glad to recommend you if there is an opportunity for us to put some 
people into that expedition. 

It looks as though both of us are going to miss the chance 
to go to Alaska. The President has intended going ever since the 
middle of June, but Congress seems to make it impossible. 

I may be out your way in September, but by that time goodness 
knot's where the NSW OILS AN 3 may be. If you are handy, I shall certainly 
look you up. 

Sincerely, 




Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 
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June 27, 1939 



Mr, R. Hoag, Seale 

U.S.S. HEW 0RL3AHS 
Ms re Island Havy Yard 
Mare Island, California 

Dear Hoag ; 

Here is another little leaflet about the cruise, not a 
part of the series that I asked the publi catl ohs office to send you. 

1 hope you don't think that I have forgotten you, because 
I shall always be very grateful to you for all the help you gave we 
in collecting, especially working on the gangway those long, late hours 
at night. There is nothing I would rather have than another cruise 
like that one to Cllppertin and the Galapagos, with you along to help 
me. Don't fail to look me up if you ever come to Washington. 

My very best good wishes to you, lots of good luck. 

Sine erely , 



WLS : LMc 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 




October 24, 1938 



Mr. Jeremiah Iftmter 
Explorers Club 
10 W. 72nd Street 
lew York City 



Dear Mr. Boater: 

.. . „ 5J Tni& is *5 ust a confidential, personal note on the subject 
that I discussed with you the other evening. 

1 d0 h °Pe that it may be possible for the Club to consider 
making the President an honorary member of our organisation in some 

way. I know you would be surprised to learn of his intimate knowledge 
of exploring and scientific research afield. 

It is a little early to talk about the results of this 
last Presidential Cruise on which I had the honor to serve as biolo- 
gist, but we have gotten together a really outstanding collection 
although small in numbers of specimens collected. ?here are 
ber oi new shells, four new species of echinodenns, new plants, I 
think an undeseribed variety or subspecies of bird, some new crusta- 
ceans, and a host of the larger game fishes which are so rare in 
Museum collections. Among the fishes, too, two new species were 
xound. Keporta on all of these will be published just as soon as 

tne manuscripts are completed, and before Christmas we hope to have 
some of them in print. 

These results are all due to the President's personal and 
wholehearted interest in the collecting of scientific specimens for 
Museum and study purposes. I do think that some such honor paid to 
the White House would be all to the credit of the Club and would per- 
haps set a precedent that would further encourage the present execu- 
tive and those that will follow him to do likewise by science and 
exploration. 



It may tie that you and your fellow directors may want to 
reserve giving an opinion on this suggestion until some of the 
reports on the cruise appear in print. In any case, I do want you 
to give the matter most serious consideration. Certainly the Club 
has everything to gain and nothing to lose by conferring some honor 
on the man in question. 

My very best to you. 

; • ' 7 v * 

Sincerely, 



Waldo I. Schmitt, Curator, 

"'IS : Die Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



November 12, 



Snslgn 3. Johnson , U.S.N. 

U.S.S. HOUSTON 

Long Beach, California 

Bear Mf« Johnson} 

You will recall our hunt for the new species of pal® on 
Cocos, The two group pictures that Thompson snapped of you whan you 
were there together on the baach have made rather nice photographs, 
even though taken from those tiny Kodachroses. Won’t you .five a 
copy each to Jakssnan and the officer with the palm leaf. Was that 
Bunas? I know him very well, hut cannot with certainty put a name 
on his picture. Jakmnsn gets on© and you and Boaas [.? ] two each, 

I have nothing hut the aost pleasant recollections of the 
cruise. I would certainly like to he able to look forward to another 
with the President and your outfit. 

Sincerely, 



WLS : me 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Bivision of Marine Invertebrates. 



September 15 , 1938 

Ensign B. Johnson, U.S.N. 

U.S.S. HOUSTON 

Long Beach, California 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Here me a couple of prints from negatives that I bought from 
Thompson which he was kind enough to take for me on that trip up the 
mountain for the Cocos Island palm. They will at least remind you of 
that rather strenuous journey. If I can get suitable black and white 
copies from some of my Kodachrome pictures, I shall be able to said you 
a group picture of the exploring party taken on the beach at Wafer Bay. 

If you ever get a chance to oome to Washington, don*t fail 
to look me up. That palm was a great find and the Agriculture folks are 
busily working up a report on it. 

Sincerely, 

4 Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 

WLB : LHc Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



February 21, 1939 



Bnaign J . P. M. Johnston 
c/o ^Captain R. Johnston 
131b West Princess Anne Road 
Norfolk, Virginia 



Bear Johns ton? 



I can’t begin to thank you for the loan of that color film. 
There is nothing like color in motion pictures, and ny only regret Is 
there wasn't more of it. What you did have certainly high-light ec 
my still pictures, but 1 w&s not able to use the film at the lecture 
u fia» I told you about. I had a little private showing apart from 
that and, as you might well know, your movie want over Mg. I didn't 

like cutting it, because one always loses something with every 

a. 

Thanks again for your kindness. Don't hesitate to call at 



feel 



the Museum whenever 



come to town 



My very best to you and yours . 

Sincerely, 



wlsil; 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates 
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February 13, 1939 



Baalga J. P. M. Johnson, U.S.K 
U.S.S. HOT"¥0! 
e/o Postmaster 
Charleston, South Carolina 



Bear Johnson: 



I can't begin to thank you for remembering to send me the 
ills that 1 was anxious to be able to show next Thursday evening. It 
lias arrived safely and I as hoping to have a little private view of it 
before the lecture date. I shall try to have it back in your hands 
when the BOUSTOH puts back into port v#ith the President. I don't 
suppose you will be wanting it during the maneuvers. If so, and if 
it is possible for me to get it back to you, don't hesitate to radio 



at my expense, 



Sincerely, 



*CLS ; LMe 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



December 27, 193^ 



Ensi gn <? • P« M. Johnston, TJ . S . ! . • 

U.S.S. HOOSfOB 

Long Beach, California 



Bear J.P.M.: 

You will recall my desire to borrow from you the Cllpperton 
negatives showing the atoll as you took it fro® the foretop. I'd like 
to have those two negatives at your earliest convenience, because w© 
would like to combine them to make a larger photograph that can be used 
in our annual Explorations Pamphlet. This appears some time in April. 

I should also like to borrow the two negatives that you have 
showing Darwin Bay at Tower Island. Combined, they ought to make a 
very striking picture. There is nothing like trying it. Did you per- 
haps take a third negative which would give us Tower Island complete 
from one side to the other? 

Over and beyond these that I have just mentioned, I would like 
to borrow five other negatives of you. I am sending you the prints 
that you let me have so that you can see what I want. I do not know 
whether lie should trust air sail or not. In any case, the enclosed 
registered frank would do. 

Do you think it would be possible for me to borrow your color 
movies for the night of the l6th of Pebraary? If you could spare them 
for that date, they would not be out of your hands much over eight or 
ten days. Sending them to me on the 10th by special delivery parcel 
post, properly insured, should get them here in ample time. If I return 
them to you promptly the next day, they ought to be in your hands four 
or five days later. If It doesn't fit in with your plans, don't hesi- 
tate to say so. I have to give a lecture on the trip that night and I 
thought your films would be a wonderful dessert for the evening. If 
you do send them, please be careful to insure them for "plenty" . I'll 
refund you all the charges. 

I am sorry your Visit in Washington was so curtailed. 1 shall 
be looking forward to seeing you when the Houston gets around to Hew 
York again. My best to you for a Happy lew Year. 

Sincerely, 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



WLS : LMc 



Doe amber 20, I 93 S 





Ensign J. P. M, Johnston, U.S.N. 

U.S.S. H00STO3 

Long Beach, California 



YLB tills 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of ‘-'arine Invertebrates 



Bern* J.P.M.j 

I a a certainly glad that you got those photographs. I had 
always planned to send you a few more and arrange an exchange, but, 
generous goal that you are, you have already attended to that, I aa 
certainly glad to have that wonderful set of prints that you sent me. 



Some tiros I would like to borrow your Clionerton Island nega- 
tives that you made from up in the fighting top in order to see if I 
can get an enlargement out of them. Yours are the only pictures that 
I have seen that give some idea of the great extent of that inner lagoon 

Who was the Johnston or Johnson in the picture taken on the 
beach at Cocos, the one in which Boass was holding the palm leaf? I 
a® certainly mixed in my identifications to some degree, and will need 
another cruise to get straightened outl Here*s hoping, but I do not 
expect it to happen this coming year. 



I was glad to get your letter and am especially grateful 
for that wonderful lot of prints. You have also helped me orient 
myself part way, at least, among the Wardroom group. 



Sincerely, 



All good wishes for Christmas 



the lew Year. 




U. S. S. HOUSTON 

20 November 1938 



Dear Dr. -Schmitt 

I think that you have confused me with Mr. Billy 
Johnson for when he received your letter he turned them 
over to me saying that he hadn’t gone on the party hunting 
for the palm tree. I, therefore, am taking the liberty of 
writing to you for I was with you when we landed and 
hiked up the stream bed thence up the hill where the 
man'o war birds were shot finally to the top where the 
palms were found. I am enclosing some of the pictures 
I took on that trip which I hope you will like. I took 
one of you while you weren’t looking I hope it will not 
offend you. In addition I have enclosed ail the pictures 
I took on the cruise from start to finish. 

You and I were in the same position while taking 
movies of King Neptune's court. My films came out very 
nicely and if I get to Washington I would like much to 
show them, to you if you would be interested. 

I wish to thank you for the small snapshots that 
you sent in a previous letter. The pictures that I took 
that correspond to that group I ruined in developing. 

I forgot and left them in water a little too ’warm. 

They are really most excellent and make my sequence 
complete. The enlargements you have sent me will reach 
the people you wish them to. You are correct in believing 
that the officer with the palm leaf is Buaas. Unfortunately 
I am not in she picture but it will make a splendid 
addition to what I have. 

I shall try to get you that picture or negative 
of Gowain’s grave and send it to you. Thanks again for 
remembering me and sending me all the photographs. 




Lt*-Cta4r* T. J. Kelly 

U.S.S, BEA203 

c/o The Postmaster 

Son Pedro, California 



3«as:» lellys 



You are Just about the best friend a fellas? aver had! 

I m flattered, complimented, and deeply grateful for your hind 
thought of me* There is nothing I would rather do than to get back 
up to Alaska, 1 have been there only twice in ray life, but it is 
really fascinating country, and for ICodaohromo pioture-taking there 
is none better, I call it the land of gorgeous sunsets and beauti- 
ful rainbow®* Tilth eomeroial gear, two gets fish up there by the 
ton and, for your sake, I hope it pans out for rod and reel* 

Just now the Uttsarn is tied up with Latin iaaeriom pro- 
jects, and one of them Just took me down to the Galapagos and back 
this nest month* I had the groat pleasure of going out on the UkUAED 
under Captain Picking, who ms in coamaad of the little squadron of 
submarines that wade the trip. This trip, it soens, will lead to 
another shortly, which will tie a© up, 1 as?, afraid, the balance of 
tills year. 



Hang it all, I would leva to go with you! i.c oonaaodations 
wouldn’t . faze me, for on the MALLARD I ‘slept on a cot in the pilot 
house* They wore full up with a special survey party, ILybo one 
of those days we’ll get together again, 1 sincerely hope so. You 
should have been with us in the Galapagos, Thor® was some grand 
fishing, and I believe we got six or eight species that we did not 
get in ’38* On© of them was a big, two -and-a-half— foot goggle— eye, 
as it is called in Salford’s book. 



I trust all goes well with you and yours. The Schmitts 
are all in fine fettle and getting sore war-minded every day* !Iy 
young hopeful, wiio is up in the twenties now, is down at Port Denning 
getting special training m a national Guard lieutenant, H® i® look- 
ing forward to a regular army job. He ha® applied for it, and if they 





don't turn him down may easily sake grad®* Evan though it is his 
fond papa talking# h© doss make a cracking good officer, just the 
kind of material they are looking for* II© would have been West 
Point but for a little difficulty with his loft ey®. 

1 suppose it is too rmoh to hope that you nay pass through 
Washington for special orders bofor® talcing over your Alaska assign- 
laent* 



Sincerely 



mldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marin© Invsrtobrates 






U. S. S. BRAZOS rr;;/fe 



Passage Pearl Harbor, T.H. 
To San Pedro, California, 
May 4, 1941. 



Dr . Waldo L . Schmitt , 
Smithsonian Institute, 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Waldo :- 

At present I have command of the Brazos and 
shortly will leave for a trip to Alaska and Aleutian 
Islands. Of course while there I will do as much fishing 
as possible. If there is anything I can do for you or any 
specimens which you would like to have that I might be able 
to get, please let me know by return mail. On my return I 
could have the specimens shipped to you by express. 

When Admiral Kimmel was selected to be the 
Commander in Chief, I could have gone along with him but 
would have been an assistant to an assistant which is not 
very much fun. When I told him that I would rather be ex- 
cused, he very kindly offered me a command and so here I am 
enjoying my duty and very happy. 

Fishing around the Hawaiian Islands is very poor. 
In the first place our ships do not operate in the good fish- 
ing areas and in the second place commercial fishermen have 
followed the very unsound policy of killing all the small fish 
and as a result there are no large fish in that area because 
there are no small ones to feed from, 

I am now on my fourth year of sea duty and am 
passed due for shore duty. However, I am going to stay at 
sea just as long as possible, at least during this emergency, 
and I don’t think it will end in less than five years. This 
war is going to complete exhaustion of one side or the other. 
Of course I personally think that we are in the war as much 
as if we had declared it. 

I sincerely hope you and your family are all 
well and happy and that you are enjoying life and your work 
as much as you did in the past. 




1 




U. S. S. BRAZOS 



TJK/fe 



The thought has just occurred to me that you might 
like to come along on this trip. Accommodations are not good 
on hoard and you would have to sleep in a crew’s hunk; however, 
you could mess with me and I would he happy to have you. If 
this interests you, you know how to go about fixing it up on 
that end. The Department will know my departure dates from 
San Pedro and Bremerton, Washington and the dates and places 
we will oe in Alaska. I would he personally happy to have you. 



Sincerely, 




Sterne: :h< 
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those blnooulars 
trip, but I guess 

at saepftasiye as 



fhasfc you 



Shore was son© real a 
ei IjilO# At leas 



hcid often backing 
lie jaaneavers to 







ty oongrat.ilationa on your stop up* You are just the 
the hard w&sfc. 1 an glad of it for your sake* 



iftsdgiag frbo'tib o weather •>: viol; thoy have b®«n. subjected 
in log Angela s of late, your eastern trip will b© welcono. I know 
1 shall be happy to so© you onoo again, for 1 never stall forget 
that grand crulns we ] | to $e£ tit 0 I t § H 

Tpb mat pit the quietus on. that Eatlana?. Oeograp'i c-Coast 
Guard expedition to th® South Pacific.,, aid so, froo the looks of 
thing#, 1*11 bo settled here for the rest of the winter. C ptaln 
Hancxxsk, with who® I hem been on a number of oo : .si one, has been 
talking ,.i: at t hi 1 3 f o ifomia, but 1 as soro if thors is any- 
thing to those submarine boat rumors be will stay home, too. 



%■ very 



WtSiU39 




Ineorely 



I an looking forward to seeing you whan you ooae to town, 
set to you and yours. 



faldo I,. Sobol tt, Curator, 
Division of 'arlno Invertebrates 



U.S.S. HOUSTON 





July 11 , 1939 



It. Comdr. T • J . Kelly , U. S *N . 

TT.S.S. HOUSTON 

cj 5 o The Postmaster 
Seattle, Washington 

Dear Kelly: 

When I wag aboard the HOUSTON I used the Chief Quarter Master’s 

binocular on several occasions. It was a most wondefful glass, Zeiss, 

I believe. Can you give me the particulars about it? I want the Museum 
to order me a pair for my next trip, which is to take me to a lot of 
the South Pacific islands this next winter. 

Don't hesitate to us# the enclosed franked envelope, because 
my inquiry is strictly official business. 

Sincerely, 

Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 

WLS:IMc Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



June 27 , 1939 



Lt.-Comdr. T . J • Kelly 
tl.S.S. IOTSTOI 
Bremerton, Washington 



Dear Mr. Kelly: 

I hare not yet classified the specimens that you so kindly 
sent recently, and so took more or less for granted that they came 
from Bremerton, where you were stationed at the time of writing. 

Where did you pick them up? It always adds to the scientific value 
of a specimen to have more or less exact locality data. The worm is 
a rather tropical thing, and perhaps you got them down in the Zone. 
The enclosed addressed envelope will save you postage. 

I wish to goodness you folks would make another trip down 
dSocoe way, for then I might have a chance to go along. These short 
dashes for a few days* fishing don't seem to rate a naturalist. 

I can't hdgin to tell you how much I regret not getting up 
to Hew York to take up that generous invitation you extended me in 
"behalf of the wardroom. I wish you folks could have stayed up there 
a couple of months. Whom should I "blame for your departure? Accord- 
ing to the papers it was the Japs. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 



WLS : LMc 



Waldo 1. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 




Jum IT, 1939 



lit. Comar. T. J. Kelly 
tJit.fi, HOUSTON 
Bremerton, Washington 



Sear Mr, Kelly* 

It was a pleasant surprise to get those several bottles of 
specimens. I as really glad to have the® and also to know that yon arm 
keeping up your interest in biology. The least that I can do la to 
return vou the postage that you expended in my behalf. Please don’t 
hesitate to accept it, because what I send you is official postage. 

The Museum is glad to undertake the transportation of specimens that 
it receives, I believe what you have sent us are the first things 
that w® have ever had from Bremerton. 

With this I am sending you a copy of our so-called Explora- 
tions Pamphlet which has a few words about the Galapagos cruise in 
it. Also, through the mall in the near future, you will receive 
copies of the several papers that have appeared on the scientific re- 
sults of the cruise. W® did have a grand time and got a lot of 
material. Sometimes I am a bit surprised myself at the interesting 
things wa turned up. I certainly would like to go back to Clipperton 
and spend at least a couple of days there trying to gather in every- 
thing I can lay my hands on. My 0 to boss, Dr. Wetraore, is working 
over the birds and hopes to get out a little report on those that you 
got for us on that island. . 

I am also having a set of the publications sent to Captain 
Barker and Mr . Bad ley. I am sorry that I cannot arrange to supply 
every one with a set, but id any members of the staff are interested 
In any particular paper, they may be able to obtain a copy by writing 
to the Smithsonian for it. 

I had a very successful trip along the north coast of South 
America and got some interesting color photographs. The next thing 
in the books is a trip to the South Pacific, but I would rather be 
taking one that has been offered aa to the west coastof South America. 
It would be cooler, for one thing. They have some awful surf down 
in those South Sea islands, and I guess more than once I will be 
wishing I had you to put me ashore. 



I a® still hoping that the HOTSfO® will get south one of 

these days and get a few more aailfish. Whenever you do get one, do 
try to save it in the ice room for us. In fact, I think you can feel 
authorized to send it to Us packed in dry ice collect, plus a hill 
for the dry icing, whenever you get one. There would have to he some 
correspondence about it, even so, so that we could make arrangements 
to have the dry ice replenished somewhere ©n route across the conti- 

it. 

: . V - • - . , , | y.,1- J *; ' * - •*. * * * 

Agaih, my he3t thanks to you for those invertebrates. 

Sincerely, 



TLS : JJUs 



faldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 

Division of" War in® Invertebrates. 



n 



/ 




May 12, 1939 



Lieutr-Comdr. Thomas J. Kelly, tJ.S.W, 
U.S.S. HOUSTON 
c/o The Postmaster 
lew York City 



Dear Kelly: 

f \ ... 

4t long last I am back in town. I had a grand trip along 
the north coast of South America, but found it quit© a windy, at 
times boisterous place, both afloat and ashore. 

I am heartbroken that I cannot get up to visit you folks 
aboard the HOUSTON before you sail on the 20th. 1 found the family 

dated up too far in advance to make it over the coming week-end, which 
would have been our only chance. During the week the children are 
busy at college and apparently are afraid to skip any more clases, as 
the final exams will soon be upon them. I would give ’most anything 
if I could get up there with the family. 

We are still tremendously interested in the fish that you 
wrote about in your letter of invitation, if it is not too late. If 
you still have them, and I hope you have, won’t you kindly ask the 
carpenter to make a wooden box, c&nvas lined, that will comfortably 
hold them, and then engage some local man who has dry ice available 
to line the box with corrugated paper and then put in the fish and 
dry ice. Tell this man to send us a bill for the ice and labor, and 
then ship the box to the U. S. national Museum, Washington, D. C., 
express collect. 

I know the Pish Division can make good use of the fish, and 
the trigger fish will be welcome, too. In a corner of the box there 
should be room for the octopus and the worm. Alcohol will keep them 
from freezing. Sven If they do freeze, I don’t think any great harm 
will come to them. From my point of view, these small specimens are 
perhaps of greatest interest, because the invertebrates fall to my 
Division here at the Museum. 




What you got off the anchor chain in the Galapagos was very 
highly regarded here. The shrimps off Tagus Cove were specimens of 
which m have received no representatives since they were originally 
described, except for one lone specimen. The sea urchins taken at 
the same time were found to be a genus that had not heretofore been 
reported from the Galapagos Islands. I do appreciate your keeping an 
eye on that anchor chain, and the worm may be scientifically a very 
valuable specimen. . . . . 



The Smithsonian is getting out some publications on the 
things that we collected on the HCUSTCW. 4s soon as they come along, 
I shall send copies to both you and Mr. Bailey. I won’t have enough 
copies available personally 4>d send every one a copy. 



id planned to leave you folks in Hew York during 
the life of the exposition. Thenfl surely would have been able to make 
it with the family. I am still hoping that there will be another 
HQtJSTOB expedition. If I have anything to say, it would take us back 
to Clipperton. ,1 would like at least another day there, preferably 
two. 



Please remember me also to 



Sincerely 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates 



•4 



April 13, 1939 



Lieut. -Comar. Thomas J. Kelly, TJ.S.N, 
U.S.S. HOUSTON 
c/o Postmaster 
Norfolk, Virginia 



Dear Mr. Kelly? 



I wish to acknowledge your letter of March 26th and your invitation to 
him to visit the ship. He is now with an expedition working along the 
coasts of Venezuela and Colombia. They also expect to visit Trinidad 
and perhaps other islands of that region. He will return direct from 
the Canal Zone by passenger ship about the middle of next month. 



I know that he very much wants to take his family on board 



the HOUSTON . Since he will not return in time tfc visit you at Norfolk, 
I feel quite sure that be will take the family to New York to see you 
if it is at all possible. 



The Museum will be very glad to receive the specimens you 



speak of. You could send them up at your convenience. Perhaps the beat 
way of shipping the fish would be to solder them in a tin container of 
alcohol If they are small enough for that. Otherwise, if they are large 
would it be much trouble for you to ship thtei in dry ice? I am sorry 
that I know so little about fish. Our Curator of Fishes is algo away 
on an expedition, and so 1 am unable to consult with him about what is 
best. If you have the space in your refrigerator, perhaps you could 
just leave them there until you are in New York, at which time Dr. 
Schmitt could advise you. 



of Dr. Schmitt, who is away on an expedition, 



Very truly yours. 




Secretary to Dr. Schmitt 



U.S.S. HOUSTON 



Guantanamo Bay, Cuba* 
£6 March. 193S. 



Dear Schmitt , 

As you know we expect to be in the 
Norfolk area from £1-27 April and in New York from 
about May 1st to 20th. I speak for all the officers 
on board when I write that 1 hope you and your family 
will come on board sometime during those periods to see 
the ship and have lunch or dinner. 

Fishing has been poor but I have put a 
few specimens away in the ice box. If you want them please 
let me know otherwise I will put them over the side - 1C 
Barracuda - 3'yfrigger fish. 

I have also collected a few small specimens 
which I have in alcohol - a baby octopus with about a two 
inch body an eight inch worm that came up on the anchor 
from fifteen fathoms off Orangetowm. 

Hope you had a pleasant trip « 



Sincerely, 

/&a2^ 

kelly./ 



Thomas J. Kelly , 
Lieut-Comdr. , USN 
U.S.S. HOUSTON* 







January h, 1939 



Dear T . J . : 



f hat's good news I I am indeed glad to hare your letter of 
the 18 th saying that you folks will be here the latter part of April. 
I hope that 1 will be back in. time to greet you in person. Some time 
about the middle of .arch I am leaving for a little work along the 
north coast of Colombia and Venezuela. This time it is not with the 
President, though we had talked over some such possibility. The work 
that I will do, nevertheless, will be much the same sort of thing that 
you a aw pulled off on the Houston, with, of course, a great deal less 

could use somebody like you on a trip of that sort. 



I wish I might write you that the wahoo was being mounted . 
The only specimens we have are those that came back from this last 
cruise, and so they are too valuable scientifically for study purposes 
to be put out of circulation as mounted specimens. 



With regard to the article that I was planning to write, 
the national Geographic Magazine turned us all down. I am beginning 
to think that they are dyed in the wool Hooverites. The Museum is 
getting out a series of papers on the scientific results, for which 
I am now penning a brief introduction, something on the order of 
Captain Callaghan's log. I am making a brief but complimentary men- 
tion of the services you rendered in getting us ashore at Clipperton. 

Can you let me have a copy of the report that you planned to turn in 
to the Havy regarding the landing? I'd like to have the technical 
details, as it were, of the landing from the point of view of the 
commanding officer of the landing party, that Is, if it is not an official 
sec ret . 



Lt.-Commdr. T. J. Kelly 

U. S. S. HOUSTON 
hong Beach, California 



If you do 

I'll surely get back i 
you are being detached 
lew Tork? I 



out of Washington when you come 
to greet you. Does your letter 
Houston, or will you join 
the family up there 
what their daddy traveled around 



I gather that there won’t he any serious fishing or scien- 
tific collecting for some months, because the President, although he 
may do fishing this spring, will have Ms time rather well occupied 
while afloat by the fleet maneuvers, 

The best kind of Happy New Tear to you and Mrs. Kelly. 
Here’s to seeing you the latter part of April, or certainly early in 
May. Lots of good luck. ... 

Sincerely, 



WLS : W.C 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 
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Hovember iH, 1938 



Lt.-Comdr * T . J . Kelley, U.S.B. 

U.S.S. HCXFSTOH 

Long Beach, California 



Bear Mr. Kelley: 



naturally, I am sorry to hear the sad news about the sail- 
fish heads, hut I do hope that you will drop the matter of disciplin- 
ing those responsible for throwing them overboard. Perhaps I should 
have wired you instead of using air mil. It is true that orders 
should be carried out regardless, but I do not know whether the sail- 
fish were worth having the crew get down on the scientific angle of 
things . 

We would be very glad to have specimens of sailfish, and 
the fact that you may get a chance to get something for us next spring 
will more than make up for the loss. Should you want to eat what you 
catch, the heads will always bo acceptable. Then again, you know the 
President may be persuaded to repeat that cruise. I certainly would 
like to go over the same ground and get some of the things that I 
missed here and there. 




It is too bad the sailfish were thrown over the side, be 
cause we were all up on our toes in anticipation of the specimens, 
there is no use crying over spilt milk. Better luck next time. 



My best to you for all your efforts in our behalf. My kin 
regards to the Captain and to Commander Bailey, too. Remember me to 
all the rest of our mutual friends on board. 



Sincerely, 



* 

* 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 




U.S.S. HOUSTON 
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October 15, 1938 



Lieut. Commander T. J 
U. 5 . S. Houston, 

San Pedro, California 



Any old time will do for those fish. Don’t let it interfere 
with anything you are. or need to he doing. That cold storage room of 
yours is a wonderful place, and those fish heads would keep in good condi- 
tion in there for years. 

■ 

I have been doing everything else bat ay own specialty for the 
President’s material collected, The ii sh list which I completed, I take it 
is now in your hands along with Commander Callaghan's log which you folks 
are to bring on board. 



I asked him to mention to you that I wool A like to get 100 
reprints of the list alone. For these, 1 will be glad to pay for the cost 
of paper and printing. I want these extra copies to distribute among in- 
terested scientists, especially the workers on fishes. 

Pe wired about the heads that you found, in the freesser because 
we did not want to take a chance on having those go the way of the whole 
fish. It was certainly good of you to reaasiber our wants when you were 
cleaning house. 



fimt do you mean by returning those Government stamps? Uncle 
Sam was paying for them. If he was doing the same at your end, I won’t 
send them back unless you let me know to the contrary. 

It is a funny thing about Clipper ton. We must get back there 
one of these years. We should have brought out a f aw of the coco:. nuts, I 
ass told that cocoaxmt palms T Bft to several vanities, and that botanists 
can distinguish them on the characteristics of the nut. I aa getting to 
the point where I will be able to scad some of you folks some prints of the 
pictures I took on the cruise. I do not know whether I mentioned this in 
my last letter to you or not, but the President has not yet gotten his set 
although it will be ready for him In a couple of days. 

Thank you for your good wishes. We are all feeling tip-top and 
at rest. I am looking forward to a good brisk winter here in Washington. 
Say what you want about California climate, but I do enjoy a good cold wint< 
with plenty of snow. My wary beat to you and yours. 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator 



U.S.S. HOUSTON 
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September 9, 193S 



Lieutenant Commander f . J. Kelley, u.S.N. 

U. S. S. Houston 

Mare Island, California 



Dear Mr. Kelley: 

That was certainly hard luck that we nlayed into with those 
sailflshi Yet, there is hope. First of all, you promise to he on the 
look-out for one when you get hack to the coast; and then, too, the 
President may go out for them again. As you know, he promised to take 
tho Hous ton next year. I do wish, however, that we might have connected 
up with one of those specimens that you folks destroyed. I had thought 
of sanding that letter air sail, hut felt that nothing would he gained. 

That is where I made my Mistake perhaps, hut who would have thought that 
the ship was going to he sent up to Horfolk! After I heard that, I planned 
to come down and visit you folks over a week end, hut before I could get 
started she was ordered off again. Ho doubt the majority of you are 
happier for having been ordered home. 

I hope I didn’t hurt Ageton's feelings too much when I told 
him that I also was working on an article for the Hation&i Geographic 
Magazine. Mr. Barly and I had discussed it while the cruise was in 
progress, and not until I got ray pictures developed and took them up to 
the Geographic did I know that I had a competitor in the field. Mr. 

Barly has no objection to his writing up the naval angle hut, as I am 
working on the scientific end of things, I didn't feel free to give him 
my notes and pictures which I had taken to embellish my own article. 

The matter of having you folks stop at Clioperfenn on the way 
out was tfken up with the Secretary of the Smithsonian, hut he did not 
feel that we should bother the Wavy Department for a thing of that eort 
after all the courtesies and favors we had received at your hands during 
the Presidential Cruise. It will have to go over until some other year, 
and certainly when I get the chance I shall work on the President to the 
extent of having him stop there again. I do hope that his next cruise 
will start sufficiently high up on the west coast to take in COLipperton. 



That little Heard that was gotten ashore at Cllpperton la a 
species that was not represented in our collections. Its hose is in 
Polynesia, and Clipperton is the nearest approach that that species makes 
to the American mainland. 

I haven't heard from ray movies yet, hut the color pictures cams 
out very well indeed. If I don't get a chance before, I shall certainly 
bring them up to Hew York and give you all a look-see. 

My best to you and all our mutual good friends aboard. 

Sincerely, 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 

WISjIMc Division of Marine Invertebrates. 




U. S. S. HOUSTON 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 



WASHINGTON 



August 12, 1940 



My dear Dr. Schmitt: 



It was good of you to write me con 



cerning the progress being made in compiling the 
scientific papers on the specimens collected on 
the President's cruise. I shall be glad to call 
the President ' s attention to your letter and I 
need not assure you that he will be delighted to 
have the volume of the scientific reports when 
they are completed. 



Your good wishes are very much appreci 



a ted. 



Very sincerely yours, 




M. A. LeHand 
PRIVATE SECRETARY 



Dr. Waldo L. Schmitt, 

Division of Marine Invertebrates, 
Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D. C. 



August 3, 





014 Providence 



Hiss Marguerite Lolland 

The Vftiite House 



Washington, I) 



* 0 # 



Dear Mise LeBaadi 

I promised you an accounting of the present statue of the 
scientific reports on the specimens collected on the 1938 Presiden- 
tial Cruise* 



mar: 



I could say that all the studies are complete, 
unfortunately I cannot. Tm am bipod specialist is still busy with 
those forms* They arc more ooasaoaiy known as beach fleas or sand 
hoppers* We are also awaiting returns on the isopods, or so-called 
fish lice and pill bugs. Otherwise, I am turning in to the Smith- 
sonian Institution five reports , as follows* 



Cushman, J. A, Keceat Poraminifara from 

Island, 



Deiohaana, SLioabcth* Coclcnterates collected on the 
Presidential Cruise, 1938, 



Stuart, Helen C. A now ocphalopod mollusi: from tlie 

dential Cruise of 1938, 



Tattersall, W, 11, Buphausiaoea and Lysidaoea collected 
on the Presidential Cruise of 1938, 



Wharton, 0. W* Marina of the Presidential Cruise of 

1938, 

X hop© to sea these in print at a reasonably early date, and the 
other papers will follow along as soon as practicable, I an afraid 
it will be some tiiae next Burner before all reports tl»t can bo 





obtained on the specimens will be con^lcte. I sea sorry that we 
cannot make it sooner, for I, too, would like to he able to bind 
all of the scientific} papers into one volume. When we can, xre shall 
have a presentation volume bound for President Roosevelt* 



y vary host regards and good wishes to the President and 



yourself 



Sincerely, 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 1 
ivision of * larinn Invertebrates 



June 13, 1939 



Mr. Gerard Plel 
Life Magazine 
Time A life Building 
Books? eller Center 
Hew York City- 



Dear Mr. Pi el: 

Blank you for your letter. The pictures and publications 
arrived safely yesterday. 

The real scientific worth of the material collected by many 
an expedition is not known until some years later. It takes time to 
study the material and get the reports about it published. Scenes 
taken during the course of an expedition are another matter. The 
pictures that I sent you of the new species should really have been 
newsworthy from the point of view of your publication because, as you 
may know, in science the names of new species, including of course 
those that were named for the President, actually date from the day 
that the publication in which they appear is issued. For instance, 
the mollusks date from today, June 13 th, the day that the publication 
is being distributed. That is why in my one letter to you I stated 
that those pictures could not be released before the 13 th of the month. 
Those species are new as of todsqr, irrespective of the date of collec- 
tion. True enough, the actual cruise is now nearly a year out of date. 

Does your organisation have a few words available regard! ng 
your policies with respect to pictures? Timeliness, I know, must be 
a guiding principle with you. 

I shall certainly bear in mind your suggestion and let you 
yourself know when next I return from a field trip. 

With kind regards , 

Sincerely, 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



WLSrLMc 




June 12, 1939 



Mr, Serard Pi el 

Life Magazine 
lima & Life Building 
Hockef alien Center 
lew York City 

Dear Mr. Pi el: 

Hbtak you for your letter. The pictures and publications 
arrived safely this morning. The real scientific worth of the material 
collected by many an expedition is not known until some years later. 

It takes time to study the material and get the reports about it pub- 
lished.. Scenes taken during the course of m expedition are another 
matter, and I shall certainly bear in mind your suggestion and let you 
yourself know when next I return from a field trip. 

With kind regards. 

Sincerely, 



WLSjLMc 



Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator, 
Division of Marine Invertebrates. 



EDITORIAL OFFICES 



LIFE 



TIME & LIFE BUILDING 
rockefeller center 
NEW YORK 



Ur* Waldo Schmitt 
U// S* National Museum 
Washington, D. 0, 

Dear Dr, Schmitts 

The apologies are all on my side. We are 
a funny crowd as you say* She reason is that we 
number about sixty and are always on the watch 
for stories* 

I did not know when I wired you that a.) tte 
cruise was last Summer (i. e« that the Franklinia 
Rooseveltia discoveries were made last summer) 

and b,) that the idea had already been submitted 
and rejected* 

Why it was rejected I do not know, but it is 
now to late to fit the story into LIFE’S news for- 
mula. 

I very much regret that I put you ho all the 
trouble of printing nix, sorting them out and 
the expense of mailing* 

Let me take this as an occasion, however, to 
assure you that LIFE is very much interested in 
the activities of scientists in the field and is 
always glad to print their good pictures - pro- 
viding we can ant on them fast enough. This de- 
spite the rejection out of hand of your story 
when you submitted it last fall. Please do keep 
in touch with me when you next set out on an ex- 
pedition* 

Tour pictures are on their way under separ- 
ate cover, with your return postage enclosed. My 
thanks for your response and apologies forhaving 
put you to the fruitless effort. 



Very truly yours 



June 9 



Gerard Pi el 
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LIFE 

TIME a LIFE BUILDING 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER 
NEW YORK 

EDITORIAL OFFICES 



Dr, Waldo Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D. C« 

Dear Dr, Schmitts 

This will confirm my wire of this mornings 
LIPS Magazine Is very much interested in print- 
ing pictures of your botanical and zoological 
discoveries which you have named after the Pres- 
ident, 

Together with these we should like to see 

whatever other interesting pictures you have 
brought back from your expedition, including 
pictures of yourself and party. 

It is understood that LIST! will nay to you 
its regular space rates on rubli cation, 

I look forward to hearing from you and to 
seeing your pictures. 




Gerard Piel 



June 7 




Gerard Pi el 
i Magazine 
York City 



You are a funny crowd! When I returned from the Presi- 
dential Cruise last summer I offered you folks first choice of all 
my pictures, including over 100 selected Kodachromes, hut you were 
not interested. I still have those Kodachromes. Some of them are 
scientifically worth while and many of them ere very beautiful pio 
tures, including an extremely interesting set of the Neptune party 
that was held aboard the Houston, all in color. 



With this 1 am sending you a copy each of all publications 
by the Smithsonian that have appeared to date on the Presidential 
Cruise. I can furnish you with copies of all the 'pictures that appear 
in these publications.* At this time you seam to bs most interested 
in the new snedies that were collected. 



Folded into the publication on the new palm are a series 
of photographs carrying the same number as the plate and figure with 
which they correspond. 



In the front of the Explorations Pifmphlel separate is a 
photograph of the Houston off Cocos Island. 



The ®c hi noderm report by Mr. Clark, like that on the palm, 
is also interleaved with photographs corresponding to the plates. 

The two new species of fish are line cuts which you could 
photograph i X* Oil publication by Mr, Cinaburg. Should you want the 

original drawings, which are four times this si ze, 1 can send them on 
as soon as I hear from you. 



There is a report on the mollusks collected on the Presi- 
dential Cruise which will appear on the 13th of the month. I send you 
the original photographs of the plates that will appear In that report 
but these should not be used if the pictures will appear* before the 
13 th. On or after that date will be all right. As these are original 
copy, I would like to have them returned here when you are through 




Waldo L. Schmitt, Curator , 
Division of Marine Invertebrates 



with them, whether you. use them or not* This applies to all the 
photographs I send you. Sven those that you may use I would like 
returned here when jteu are through with them. The mollusk plates 
are accompanied with names corresponding to the several figures. 

I cannot send you text until it appears in print. 

There will he other papers in the near future. 

Do you want Kodaehrome pictures of this Cocos Island naira? 
If you will wire me on receipt of this letter, I can send them ut> 
to you by special delivery mail. There are about fifteen pictures 
of Cocos Island scenes, chiefly of the palm. A number of the pictures 
as the palm report were taken from Kod&chrome slides of mine. 

Very truly yours. 



P.S. All photos not otherwise credited (on back of each) 
are Aourtesjr of Smithsonian Institution. 

' 

Those taken by R. 3. Thompson were taken by him for me, as 
he was my photographer for most of the cruise, and took all pictures 
I did not have time to take myself. 

As you will note, the photographs of the shells and star- 
fish .were made by the Photographic Laboratory of the U. S. national 

ftfuseum. Please take good care of all pictures. He turn postage 
enclosed. 



Bases of a© Husks 



SOJE: 411 of the molluaks figured c® plates 1-5 are new species. 

In using these names in print, follow each one by the names 
of the joint authors, Bartsch & Rehder, and if you use the 
magnification indication it should follow the author ' s name; 
i.e. , rarginella rooseveltt Bartsch & Rehder, x 2. 



FIATS 1, 

Fig. 1. Tritonalia (Qcinebrina ) caribbaea . x 4. 
2-3- Marginalia rooserelti . x 2. 

4. 0 onus roosevelti . x 4 

5. Conus mcgdalenenels. x 2. 

6. Terabra rooserelti. x 2. 

7* Conus rooaewelti . x 4. 

S. Sngina early! . x 4. 

9» Conus aagdalenensl a . x 2. 




FLATS 2 



6 

7-9 

10-12 



1-2. Lyonsia (Phi yeti derma ) lucasana . x 2. 

3* Lyons! a (Phlvcti derma) lucasana . detail of sculpture 
4-7. Brachidontes arulti form! s houstonius . n. subsp . , x 4. 
-10. Aplysla cedrosensls. shell, natural size. 



PLATS 5. 



Aplysia cedrosensls . natural size. 
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EDITORIAL OFFICES 



LIFE 



TIME & LIFE BUILDING 



ROCKEFELLER CENTER 



NEW YORK 



September 16, 1938 



Mr. Waldo L. Schmitt 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washingtons D. C. 

Dear Mr. Schmitts 



Thank you for your letter of September 



fourteenth. I am afraid at the present time we 
would have no interest in the Presidential 
cruise to the Galapagos Islands. I am however 
making a note of this material, and in the 
event it should come up in the future , I hope 
you will let me call on you for it. 



Best wishes 



Contributions Editor 




AKMiMEC 



